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READY, SET, GO!

Saving Lives and Property
through Advance Planning

Central Texas has been placed on the worldwide map as a wildfire
disaster area with the advent of the Labor Day fires of 2011. We now
share similar horrific stories of home losses and precious watersheds de-
stroyed with areas like Colorado, California and the Mediterranean. The
leadership of the Austin/Travis County area organized this action guide
to provide you with the tips and tools you need to prepare for a wildland
fire threat; have situational awareness when a fire starts; and to leave
early.

. The Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) is the fastest growing fire problem

in the United States. Wildland fires directly threaten lives, houses, water
supply, utilities, recreation resources, cultural icons, endangered spe-
cies, commerce, dnd transportation systems. As people continue to build
houses in high-risk areas, the danger only increases.

We are committed to helping our friends and neighbors prepare for and
stay safe in a wildland fire situation. Successfully preparing for a wildland
fire enables you to take personal responsibility for protecting yourself,
your family and your property. The Ready, Set, Go! Program works in
complementary and collaborative fashion with the Firewise® Communi-
ties Program and other existing wildland fire public education efforts.

Fire is, and always has been, a natural occurrence in the wildland.

Our hills, canyons and forests burned pericdically long before we built
homes there. Wildland fires, fueled by a build-up of dry vegetation and
driven by seasonal hot dry winds, are extremely dangerous and difficult
to control. Many residents have built homes and landscaped without
fully understanding the impact a fire can have on them and
few have adequately prepared their families for a quick

evacuation. [i ‘ 4 x
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It's not a question of if, but when the next major wildland
fire will occur. Through advance planning, understanding

and preparation, we can all be partners in the wildland fire solution. We
hope you find the tips in the following pages helpful in creating heightened
awareness and a more fire-safe environment for you, your family and
firefighters.

For additional information from local sources visit:
http://www.austinhsem.com

http://www.co.travis.tx.us
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This publication was prepared by the RSG Program with the
assistance of the City of Austin and Travis County In cooperation
with the International Association of Fire Chiefs; The U.S. Forest
Service; U.S. Department of the interior Bureau of Land Manage-
ment; and the U.S. Fire Administration. To learn

more about the Ready, Set, Go! Program and its partners, visit,
www.wildlandfireRSG.org.



Living in the
Wildiand Urban Interface
and the Emher Zone

Ready, Set, Go! begins with a
house that firefighters can defend

Defensihle Space Works!

If you live next to a natural area, the Wildland
Urban Interface, you should provide firefighters
with the defensible space they need to pro-
tect your home. The buffer zone you create by
removing weeds, brush and other vegetation
helps keep the fire away from your home and
reduces the risk from flying embers. Firewise
Communities and other wildland fire prepared-
ness education programs provide valuable
guidance on property enhancements.

A home within one mile of a natural area is
in the Ember Zone. Wind-driven embers can
attack your home. You and your home must be
prepared well before a fire occurs. Ember fires
can destroy homes or neighborhoods far from
the actual flame front of the wildland fire.




What is Defensible Space?

Defensible space is the required space
between a structure and the wildland
area that, under normal conditions,
creates a sufficient buffer to slow or halt
the spread of wildfire to a structure. It
protects the home from igniting due to
direct flame or radiant heat. Defensible
space is essential for structure surviv-
ability during wildland fire conditions.
For more information about defensible
space zones and preparedness tech-
nigues within each, visit the Firewise
Communities’ website, www.firewise.org.

_ ZONE ONE

Zone One extends 30 feet out from buildings,

structures, decks, etc.

Remove all dead or dying vegetation.

Trim tree canopies regularly to keep their
branches a minimum of 10 feet from
structures and other trees.

Remove leaf litter (dry leaves or duff) from
yard, roof and rain gutters.

Relocate woodpiles or other combustible

materials into Zone Two.

* Remove combustible material and
vegetation from around and under decks.

* Remove or prune vegetation near windows.

* Remove “ladder fuels” (low-level vegetation
that allows the fire to spread from the
ground to the tree canopy). Create a
separation between low-level vegetation and

~te tree branches. This can be done by reducing

Tieestrimemed ki 1 the height of low-level vegetation and/or

: 4132 trimming low tree branches.

_Z0NETWO_

Zone Two extends 30 to 100 feet out from
buildings, structures and decks. You can
minimize the chance of fire jumping from
plant to plant by removing dead material and
thinning vegetation.

e Space plants and shrubs
to pravent fire from spreading

¢ Remove “ladder fuels.”

e Cut or mow annual grass down to a
maximum height of 4 inches.

* Trim tree canopies regularly to reduce
continuity between branches and dense
underbrush.




What is a Hardened Home?

Construction materials and the quality of the defensible space surrounding it are what
gives a home the best chance to survive a wildland fire. Embers from a wildland fire

will find the weak link in your home's fire protection scheme and gain the upper hand
because of a small, overlooked or seemingly inconsequential factor. However, there are
measures you can take to safeguard your home from wildland fire. While you may not be
able to accomplish all the measures listed below, each will increase your home's, and
possibly your family’s safety and survival during a wildland fire.

ROOFS

Roofs are the most vulnerable surface where embers
land because they can lodge and start a fire. Roof
valleys, open ends of barrel tiles and rain gutters are all
points of entry.

Embers can gather under open eaves and ignite exposed
wood or other combustible material.

VENTS

Embers can enter the attic or other concealed spaces
and ignite combustible materials. Vents in eaves

and cornices are particularly vulnerable, as are any
unscreened vents.

WALLS

Combustible siding or other combustible or overlapping
materials provide surfaces or crevices for embers to
nestle and ignite.

WINDOWS and DOORS

Embers can enter gaps in doors, including garage doors.
Plants or combustible storage near windows can be
ignited from embers and generate heat that can break
windows and/or melt combustible frames.

BALCONIES and DECKS

Embers can collect in or on combustible surfaces or the
undersides of decks and balconies, ignite the material
and enter the home through walls or windows.

To harden your home even further, consider protecting
your home with a residential fire sprinkler system. In
addition to extinguishing a fire started by an ember that
enters your home, it also protects you and your family
year-round from any fire that may start in your home.







